EDWARD DAVENANT
E
DWARD DAVENANT, S. Theol. Dr., was the eldest
son of Edward Davenant, Merchant of London, who was
the elder brother to the Right Reverend Father in God,
the learned John Davenant Bishop of Sarum.
I will first speake of the father, for he was an incomparable
man in his time, and deserves to be remembred. He was of a
healthy complexion (except the gout) rose at 4 or 5 in the
morning, so that he followed his Studies till 6 or 7, the time
that other merchants goe about their Businesse; so that,
stealing so much and so quiet time in the morning, he studied
as much as most men. He understood Greeke and Latin per-
fectly, and was a better Grecian than the Bishop : he writt a rare
Greeke character as ever I sawe. He was a great Mathematician,
and understood as much of it as was knowen in his time.
He understood Trade very well, was a sober and good menager,
but the winds and seas crossed him. He had so great losses
that he broke, but his Creditors knowing it was no fault of his,
and also that he was a person of great Vertue and justice, used
not extremity towards him; but I thinke gave him more Credit,
so that he went into Ireland, and did sett up a Fishery for
Pilchards at Wythy Island, in Ireland, where in 20 yeares he
gott 10,000 pounds; satisfied and payd his Creditors; and
over and above left a good estate to his son. His picture
bespeakes him to be a man of judgement, and parts, and gravity
extraordinary. He slipt comeing down the stone stayres at
the Palace at Sarum, which bruise caused his death.
His brother, the Bishop, hung the Choire of Sarum with
purple velvet, which was plundered in the Sacrilegious Times.
Dr. Edward Davenant was borne at his Father's howse at
Croydon in Surrey (the farthest handsome great howse on the
left hand as you ride to Bansted Downes). I have heard him
say, he thankt God his father did not knowe the houre of his
birth; for that it would have tempted him to have studyed
Astrologie, for which he had no esteeme at all.
He went to school at Merchant Taylors' school, from thence
to Queen's Colledge in Cambridge, of which house his uncle
John Davenant (afterwards Bishop of Sarum) was head, where
he was Fellowe. 'Twas no small advantage to him to have such
[82]

